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Message from the President
Markus Bu¨chler
The inaugural meeting of the Asian-Pacific Hepato-
Pancreato-Biliary Association (A-PHPBA) in Fukuoka,
Japan closed at the end of March and HPB Surgeons
in Asia-Pacific have found a new home! The organisa-
tion of the meeting by the founding president of the
A-HPBA Professor Tadahiro Takada and the congress
chairman Professor Masao Tanaka was outstanding
and the extraordinary hospitality which is so unique
to Japan could be felt by all. The scientific content
of the meeting was excellent with a well-balanced
mixture of debate sessions, panel discussions, symposia,
teleconferences, and more than 350 poster presen-
tations. The meeting definitely set high standards
for upcoming A-PHPBA conferences. The 2nd biennial
meeting of the A-HPBA themed ‘‘Best Practice in HPB
Surgery’’ will be held in Bangkok, Thailand, from
March 25th to March 27th, 2009 under the leadership
of Professor Vibul Sachakulso please mark the date on
your calendar (www.2-aphpba2009.org).
The next steps for the IHPBA are . . .
. . . to increase the membership and attract
HPB surgeons from all over the world to the
IHPBA,
. . . to start establishing a strong network of
IHPBA trial units and set up the stage for
successful international randomized controlled
trials under the auspices of the IHPBA in the
future,
. . . to strengthen the bonds between the
IHPBA and the three regional associations
(AHPBA, EHPBA and A-PHPBA),
. . . and in particular, to improve the quality of
our journal HPB.
The IHPBA membership has once again grown in
the last year to include more than 1100 members.
During the meeting in Edinburgh an impressive
number of 176 new members were recruited, proving
the importance of successful international and con-
tinental meetings for our association. Establishing the
A-PHPBA as the leading association for HPB sur-
geons from the Asian and Pacific region with its
enormous potential, will further support our goal of at
least 1500 active IHPBA members after Mumbai
2008. New national chapters and the training pro-
gram for young fellows, allowing them to obtain
hepato-pancreato-biliary surgical experience in inter-
nationally renowned departments, will further attract
young HPB surgeons in particular. These develop-
ments will increase our means of consolidating the
IHPBA as the leading international organisation in
our field.
Turning to the scientific future of the IHPBA, we
must realize that evidence-based medicine is affecting
the field of HPB surgery and influencing all depart-
ments in the daily work. With the established IHPBA
Research Committee, we aim to select and attract as
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many research-oriented institutions within the
IHPBA as possible to take part in important trials.
Official ‘‘IHPBA Trial Requirements’’ and definitions
of ‘‘IHPBA Trial Units’’ are in their final stages of
development. This will give us the basis to establish
a sound IHPBA trial network. Our ambitious pro-
gramme should start recruitment for a first IHPBA
trial by the end of 2008.
We are proud to build upon three strong and
important regional associations. The primary goal
of the IHPBA must be to serve as the connecting
umbrella organisation; to further permit indepen-
dence as much as possible while preserving the world
concept of our HPB network as the only way to move
into the future.
And last but not least is the goal to improve the
visibility and quality of our journal HPB. Successful
world associations in medicine all build on first class
journals, and it is in this direction that we need to
look to in the future. Our journal is still young and
we have made good improvements; however, most
HPB surgeons do not send us their top papers for
publication. Herein lies the secret to success for our
journal; namely to become attractive for such core
publications.
I hope to see you all at the upcoming regional
meeting of the EHPBA in Verona, Italy. And again,
please mark the date (February 27thMarch 2nd) of
the next World congress of the IHPBA in Mumbai
in 2008. The abstract submission is now open
(www.ihpba2008.com).
AsianPacific Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary
Association Update
James Toouli
The inaugural A-PHPBA meeting was held in Fu-
kuoka, Japan on 2123 March, 2007. The local
Chairman for the meeting was Prof Masao Tanaka
and the meeting was held under the Presidency of
Prof Tadahiro Takada. This first meeting was an
outstanding success with approximately 500 partici-
pants from the Asia Pacific region. As is typical to
all HPB meetings, there was a mixture of keynote
addresses, symposia and original presentations. As
evidenced by the lively discussion and high attendance
all of these presentations were highly successful.
The hospitality of our hosts was outstanding and
was punctuated by an excellent social program. An
entertaining drum performance was highlighted by
the involvement of the Treasurer of the IHPBA Dr
Wright Pinson in the performance.
The meeting in Fukuoka also saw a change of office
bearers, and I am honoured to accept the Presidency
of the organisation over the next two years. During the
general assembly the Constitution was unanimously
approved by the members as was the nomination of
the President Elect Dr Joseph Lau. The next meeting
of the A-PHPBA shall be held in Bangkok Thailand
and already much work has been done to produce an
excellent program which reflects the expertise and
talent of the region.
The general assembly voted for Melbourne,
Australia to host the meeting in 2011. This meeting
shall be hosted by the newly formed Australian/New
Zealand HPB Association.
As the new President of the A-PHPBA I look
forward to the next years in consolidating the work
already done by my predecessor, Prof. Takada. Our
association is the most diverse of all of the regional
associations in that it represents a wide variety of
countries which are situated in very many different
geographical areas of the world. Furthermore, the
Association represents the largest population area
where Liver, Pancreatic and Biliary disorders make
up most of the commonest diseases.
I look forward to the development of National
Chapters in our region and their contribution to the
success of the A-PHPBA.
American Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary
Association (AHPBA) Update
Bruce Shirmer
The AHPBA held the 7th Americas Congress from
April 1922 in Las Vegas, Nevada. This event marked
a new record for attendance and enthusiasm for
an AHPBA annual meeting. Registration was over
700. Participants were treated to an outstanding
scientific program, developed and led by Dr. Reid
Adams, Program Chair. Dr. Adams and his commit-
tee assembled an awesome body of scientific work
encompassing 270 oral and poster presentations. This
year the meeting featured the unique aspect of
all poster presenters being able to give short oral
summaries of their posters during two dedicated
Poster Sessions of two hours each, without competi-
tion from other portions of the meeting. Five major
‘‘State of the Art’’ lectures were highlights of the
program, as was the AHPBA Presidential address and
the IHPBA Presidential Address, and the President’s
Invited Lecturer. The topics were:
Quality and Outcomes Measures in
HPB Surgery
Sean Mulvihill
(AHPBA President)
Assessing and Managing the Future
Liver Remnant
J. Nicolas Vauthey
Global Health: Challenges and
Opportunities
Haile Debas
(President’s lecturer)
Evidence in HPB Surgery: We Need
Large International Trials!
Markus Buechler
(IHPBA President)
Pancreatic Cystic Neoplasms Mark Callery
Cytoreductive Hepatic Surgery-Integral
Therapy For Metastatic Neuroendocrine
Cancers
Florencia Que
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Other major features of the meeting included
debates on the topics of Regionalization of HPB
Care and Transplant versus Resection for Hepatocel-
lular Carcinoma. Major symposia addressed the
topics of Management of Colorectal Metastasis, Total
Pancreatectomy, Peri-Ampullary and Duodenal Le-
sions, and HPB Training  Toward a Competency
Based Model.
On the first day of the meeting, the annual
Postgraduate Course was dedicated to the topic of
Benign Pancreatic Disease. A faculty of 28 interna-
tional authorities in the various aspects of pancreatic
disease provided a tremendous learning experience for
the well over 150 members in attendance. The faculty
included distinguished radiologists, gastroenterolo-
gists, basic scientists, and of course many well-known
surgical experts.
Another major feature of the meeting was that it
was held jointly with the Society of American Gastro-
intestinal and Endoscopic Surgeons annual meeting.
SAGES registration was over 2200, making for a huge
contingent of surgeons who could interact at the
common exhibit area, attend the joint symposia on
Hepatic Tumor Ablation and Evaluating Pancreatic
Neoplasms, and attend the jointly held ‘‘Night at the
Movies’’ where videos of outstanding quality were
shown.
Social events for the meeting included the opening
reception in the exhibit hall, the movie night, and
the Congress banquet. Industry sponsored breakfast
symposia on Friday and Saturday and a Thursday
evening dinner symposia allowed members to eat and
be educated even further.
The annual meeting was a clear indicator of
the enthusiasm, growth, and vigor of the AHPBA.
President Sean Mulvihill deserves accolades for his
solid leadership during this past year of vigorous
growth of the Society. Dr. Adams and his group put
together the largest and best program yet.
Current active membership for the AHPBA totals
well over 500, and with candidate and senior mem-
bership over 600. Growth in membership continues
at over 10% per year. Candidate membership is
now available for trainees at a reduced dues rate.
The Society announced it would continue to sponsor
at least two competitive research grants for young
investigators in the field of HPB surgery. The AHPBA
is working toward establishing more definitive trai-
ning guidelines for fellowships in HPB surgery in
North America. New committees are being added to
the organization, and the interest in the membership
to participate in the work of the Society is at an
all-time high.
The 8th Americas Congress meeting will take
place at The Marriott Harborview Hotel in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida from March 27 to 30, 2008. We
look forward to another excellent meeting, returning
to the society’s more traditional meeting venue of
south Florida. We hope that as many of our Interna-
tional HPB colleagues as possible would honor us
with their participation in this upcoming meeting.
European Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary
Association (EHPBA) Update
Dirk Gouma
This is the ‘‘final call’’ for participation at the
EHPBA meeting to be held in Verona June 69
2007. The scientific program is available on the
website (www.EHPBA2007.com) and includes all
areas of HPB surgery. Prof. Claudio Bassi has
organized the opening ceremony in the world famous
Verona Arena.
The EHPBA Council has been working hard since
the Edinburgh meeting to further develop the EHPBA
and to prepare the General Assembly to be held
Friday June 8th at 15.00 hours.
The EHPBA bylaws concept will be sent to all
members and these bylaws will be up for approval
during the meeting. A concept of internal rules to
complete the bylaws, for dealing with daily activities,
will be discussed.
The combined IHPBA/EHPBA, as well as an
independent EHPBA and junior EHPBA membership,
will be installed. The new EHPBA website is being
launched by our Secretary, Pierre-Alain Clavien.
Training and European standards for HPB surgery
will be discussed during the meeting in a combined
EHPBA UEMS session on Thursday morning.
The EHPBA is increasing their European HPB
activities and the first consensus conference on
diagnosis and management of cholangiocarcinoma
will be organised by Prof. J.F. Gigot from November
30th to December 1st 2007 in Brussels. A guideline
will be established by an inter-disciplinary panel of
experts.
The EHPBA is of course one of the 3 Regional
Associations of the IHPBA, but during the last two
years the EHPBA has rapidly developed into a mature
European Association and we are looking forward to
increasing the participation from Africa as well as
develop more regional HPB activities.
It was an honour and great pleasure to serve as your
president for the past two years.
Executive Secretariat Information
IHPBA Executive Secretariat
Any inquiries about IHPBA events, programs, or
membership, should be addressed Ms Heather Wynn
at the IHPBA Executive Secretariat:
Live Donor Adult Liver Transplantation:
Donor And Recipient Outcomes
Elizabeth Pomfret
Assessing Resectability on Preoperative
Imaging: Identification and Management
of Borderline Resectable Pancreatic Cancer
Douglas Evans
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IHPBA Executive Secretariat
Medconnect GmbH
Bruennsteinstrasse 10
81541 Munich
Germany
Tel: 49-89-4141 9249
Fax: 49-89-4141 9245
E-mail: ihpba@medc.de
Web site: www.ihpba.org
Future Meetings: Regional and World
Regional Congresses
A-PHPBA, 2nd AsianPacific Congress
Bangkok, Thailand
2527 March 2009
Chairman: Dr. Vibul Sachakul
Secretariat: Wild Blue Organizer
19/2 Ekamai 10, Sukumwit 63, Klong Ton
Wattlana, Bangkok 10110 Thailand
Tel: 662-714-2590-1
Fax: 662-714-2656-1
E-mail: info@2-aphpba2009.org
Web site: www.2-aphpba2009.org
AHPBA, 9th Americas Congress
Miami, Florida
1215 March 2009
Chairman: Dr. Bruce Shirmer
Web site: www.aphba.org
EHPBA, 8th European Congress
Athens, Greece
1820 June 2009
Chairman: Prof. Christos Dervenis
Secretariat: ERA Ltd.
Tel: 30-210-3634944
Fax: 30-210-3631690
E-mail: info@era.gr
Web site: www.ehpba2009.com
World Congresses
8th IHPBA World Congress
Mumbai, India
27 February2 March 2008
Chairman: Dr. Palepu Jagannath
Chairman, Dept. of Surgical Oncology,
Lilavati Hospital
Secretariat: 22 Alka, 15th Road
Santacruz-W
400 054 Mumbai, India
Tel: 91-22-2640 6841
Fax: 91-22-2640 6841
E-mail: drjagannath@gmail.com, jagannath@vsnl.com
Web site: www.8thworldcongressihpba2008.org
9th IHPBA World Congress
Buenos Aires, Argentina
2010
Chairman: Prof. Eduardo de Santiban˜es
Tel: 54-11-4981 4501
E-mail: eduardo.desantibanes@hospitalitaliano.org.ar
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